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Sex differences in 
verbal behavior 

• Do women talk more than men?

• R. Lakoff, Language and Woman's Place (Harper, New York, 1975).

• L. Litosseliti, Gender and Language: Theory and Practice (Arnold, 
London, 2006).

• L. Brizendine, The Female Brain (Morgan Road, New York, 2006).

• 20,000 versus 7,000 (commonly cited, but unclear source)

• M. Liberman, Sex-Linked Lexical Budgets

• 8,805 vs. 6,073  (tape recorder of a day)



EAR research

• Electronically Activated Recorder (EAR)

• digital voice recorder that samples 30 
seconds of ambient sound every 12.5 
minutes

• subjects can erase recordings if they want

• 396 participants over 6 years

• 210 female, 186 male college students



EAR results

Trivial difference= 546 words effect size = .07



Diurnal rhythms in 
activity: more EAR

• Diurnal variation in affect:

• PA and EA show diurnal pattern

• NA and TA does not (or not as much)



Method
• Subjects

• Study 1: 96 intro psych 3 days of EAR

• Study 2: 79 intro psych 5 days of EAR

• Procedure

• 4.8 30 second recordings/hour

• could erase if they wanted (.1% were erased)

• Coding: 32 Social Environment Coding of Sound: 
used a) laughing, singing, whistling b) socializing c) 
arguing and d) sighing 



Positive 
behaviors



Negative Behaviors



The effect of extraversion on 
socializing



Internet research: can 
we trust it

• Gosling, Samuel D. and Vazire, Simine and Srivastava, 
Sanjay and John,Oliver. (2004) Should We Trust 
Web-Based Studies? A Comparative Analysis of Six 
Preconceptions About Internet Questionnaires. 
American Psychologist, 59,	
 93-104.



Internet research





Personality traces

• Knowing people by their behavioral 
residues

• Offices and rooms

• Web pages



e-Perceptions: Personality 
impressions based on 

personal websites

• Simine Vazire and Samuel D. Gosling, JPSP, 
2004, 87, 123-132



Web impressions



Identity claims and 
behavioral residue

• Examination of university offices and dorm 
bedrooms

• ratings of openness based upon pictures 
of a dorm room versus self report 
openness = .65 

• orderliness, conscientiousness



Website personality

• Student ratings of personality characteristics 
seen on websites

• Self report of website authors on personality

• Peer ratings of website authors

• N = 89 websites, 79 self ratings



Website ratings



How do websites compare 
to person ratings?



A comparison of 
Behavioral residues



Dimensions of expression



Animal Personality
• Behavioral codings

• Trait ratings

• species differences

• rats mainly studied for avoidance/anxiety and 
maze brightness

• dogs for sociability

• primates - activity, aggressive, anxious, 
assertive, belligerent, cautious, etc. 



Big 5 of dogs?

• Books on choosing your dog basically 
describe dogs in terms of

• sociability (extraversion- approach)

• hostility  (disagreeable)

• intelligence-curiosity (g + O)

• nervousness (emotional stability)

• impulsivity (conscientiousness)



Animal models of 
personality

• Ethologists have long studied individual 
differences within and between species

• Biologists are comfortable talking about 
animal personality

• Psychologists are more leery


